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Minutes

Kinston City Council

City Hall - 207 East King Street
Tuesday, November 2, 2020
Regular Meeting at 5:30 pm

This meeting was held electronically in Zoom format and viewed at
https://www.facebook.com/KinstonCityHall

REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:40 pm.

Councilmember Kristal Suggs delivered the prayer.

Councilmember Roll Call

Present: Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Antonio Hardy, Kristal Suggs, and Robert Swinson
Absent: Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon.

Present Also: Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney.

Everyone recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing
Body or by appropriate City Staff.

There are no in-person comments permitted.
Please visit www.ci.kinston.nc.us/alertcenter.aspx to complete and submit a Citizen
Comment Form.

There were no citizen comments.

Adoption of the Agenda

If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will be entertained
prior to Adoption of the Agenda.

Mayor Hardy requested the addition of a closed session NC GS (143-318.11(a)(3) — Litigation, a
Veterans Day Proclamation, and Councilmember Swinson asked for an update on the old
Christopher’s Restaurant downtown (CUP).

Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, and Swinson — Yes) of [4-
0], with the addition of a closed session for NC GS (143-318.11(a)(3) — Litigation, a
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Veterans Day Proclamation, and an update on the old Christopher’s Restaurant downtown
(CUP), the agenda was adopted.

| MINUTES |

Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on October 19, 2020
Debra Thompson

Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Hardy and upon a
unanimous roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, and Swinson — Yes) of [4-
0], the minutes for the Kinston City Council Meeting held on Monday, October 19, 2020,
were approved.

| INFORMATION AND UPDATES |

1. African American Heritage Commission — The Green Book ------=----------- Sammy Aiken

Councilmember Aiken gave an overview of the African American Heritage Commission.
Mr. Aiken explained the Green Book that was published for African American Travelers
with 1930-1960 series. He stated that their Green Book Project was ongoing, and the
Commission was looking to identify historical sites (at least 50 years old) where markers
would be placed to show their location and explain their relevance. Markers will be erected
on privately owned land with the owners’ permission. Four locations have been identified
that were mentioned in African American Motorists Green Books from 1930-1960. One of
the locations is Dove’s Automotive Shop, located on East South Street and another is Marks
Tourist Homes on West South Street. Mr. Aiken asked anyone with knowledge of any sites,
information, photos at least 50 years old, other visuals of interest, or would like to contribute
to the fundraiser for the markers to please contact him at 252-624-4361.

2. NC League of Municipalities Law Enforcement Risk Review Tim Dilday

Chief Tim Dilday, Kinston Police Department shared that the Police Department has recently
undergone a law enforcement risk review process by the NC League of Municipalities and
introduced Matthew Selves, Public Safety Risk Management Consultant with the League’s
Shield Services.

Matthew Selves thanked Mayor Hardy and the City Council for this time in recognizing the
Kinston Police Department for completing the NC League’s Law Enforcement Risk Review.
The Risk Review involves a comprehensive agency review of high-risk policies, operations,
practices, and includes a detailed on-site agency administrative and operations review. This
includes looking at police equipment, facility inspection, conducting officer interviews, and
observations of operations, all to validate that practices align with policies and in turn with
industries best practices. The League specifically looks at these high-liability areas within
the department that consists of police vehicle operations, response to active resistance,
evidence processing, employment practices and procedures, and training. There are 36
categories in all that are looked at. This review is supported by the NC Police Chiefs
Association. Mr. Selves stated he was proud to report to the City Council that the Kinston
Police Department has successfully completed the Law Enforcement Risk Review process.
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The Chief and department staff have prioritized this initiative, worked hard to make this
process a department priority and the department was very proactive and involved during the
process. He thanked the Chief, Major Goyette, and all the staff for their leadership and
willingness to participate in this initiative. They were open and transparent during the whole
process. Mr. Selves said the officers he worked with and observed, demonstrated a high
level of commitment to the community, and in best practices to enhance professional policing
and to positively impact other communities, this community, and relationships. He
congratulated the Chief and the staff and will be back on Wednesday to present the plaque.

Mayor Hardy thanked the Chief and the officers for going through that rigorous process.
Chief Dilday thanked Human Resources for making the connection with them (review of
policies and best practices for this agency).

Councilmember Suggs thanked the Chief for being so accessible. It is refreshing to hear
comments from the citizens that he is accessible and easy to reach. She thanked him for the
work they are doing.

3. Update on Old Christopher’s Restaurant Adam Short

Adam Short, Director of Planning, Inspections, and Code Enforcement reviewed information
on the application for first-floor residential at Christopher’s. There was a part office, part
residential use with some of the first floor had an office and residential and the upstairs had
residential. The approval process for that is staff-level approval except for the first-floor
residential which requires a Conditional Use Permit. The application came before Council
and there was a public hearing. No action was taken, and it failed due to a lack of a vote.
Mr. Short said the applicant and associates of the applicant have called and are interested in
having that reconsidered. His conversation with anybody who has asked was to discuss that
directly with council members to either get some comment on the stance or opinion in the
matter or to consider whether or not the Council would take that up again. In a Conditional
Use Permit, if it is denied there is not a mechanism for you to reapply. However, there may
be some leeway there because there was no action official taken.

Jim Cauley, City Attorney asked if it was the same ownership. Mr. Short said it was. Mr.
Cauley stated since there was no action taken, it would need to be re-noticed and re-
calendared if there is an inclination by the applicant to put it back on and the Council is ready
to hear it again.

Councilmember Swinson shared that one of the property owners approached him and want to
continue reinvesting in downtown on Queen Street and have invested a significant amount of
money getting the building to a standpoint where they should be ready to come back. They
wanted to come before Council to present what they were trying to do. They would like to
be a part of the Zoom meeting so they can show the Council what they are trying to do and
explain and answer any questions the Council may have to keep them from moving forward.

Councilmember Suggs shared her concern that the Conditional Use Permit will allow for

apartment spaces to be downtown and cannot be specific to that one building. If they are
coming back with a presentation of office space downstairs and apartments upstairs, it is
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